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Conſiderations on Both Sides. 


SIX, | 
S my Situation in this Place, ever the Center 
of News and Politics, and in the preſent Com- 
buſtion, one of the moſt buſy and intereſted 

Spots in Europe, muſt neceſſarily afford me that oppor- 

tunity of making ſuch juſt Remarks, on the Meat 


of the World, as is no where elſe to be met with; you 
may be aſſured, that I ſhall not fail conſtantly tranſ- 


mitting to you, an Account of ſuch Occurrences as I 


do not expect you will leann from the public Papers ; 
together with my Sentiments on them, and ſuch other 
Topics as I ſhall deem worthy of your Notice; there- 
fore, I intend to furniſh out this Epiſtle, with ſuch 


Remarks on the Condu# of Great-Britain and Holland, 


as have occured to me during my Reſidence here; and 
do not doubt of ſufficient; Entertainment for you, at 
this critical Conjuncture. 1 22 

That, in leaving our native Country, we generally re- 
linquiſh its Prejudices, is, I believe, Sir, what will be 
readily allowed, eſpecially by you that has travelled : 
And that the ſame Object preſents itſelf to our View in 


different Lights, as we exchange Place, is a Propoſition 


in Philoſophy ſo well founded, as to be inconteſtable. 
Hence it is, that I am obliged at the Hague, to applaud 
or cenſure thoſe Meaſures, of which I had a contrary 
Opinion when at London. And I proteſt that a Trip 
over the Channel gives Things quite a different Aſpect, 


from what they bear on your Side of the Water; inſo- 


much, that I am almoſt inclined to think it to be as 
difficult a Matter, to form a true Judgment of political 
Meaſures, from. the Light-they-appear in at any parti- 
cular Court, as it would be to decide a Cauſe, on only 
hearing a ſingle Party. So that in orderto weigh Things 
ES Juſtly, to arrive at a thorough Knowledge; and from 
therice to form a true Judgment of Affairs, a Perſon 
muſt either take a View of them from the Places whoſe 


Intereſts | 


ures 
and Deſigns of all the principal Powers in our Quarter 
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Intereſts are concerned therein, or imagine himſelf to be 
ſucceſſively at thoſe Places, when he has them under 
Conſideration. But I hope, Sir, in a great Meaſure, to 
ſave you this Fatigue, either of Body, or Mind. On 
your peruſing with Candour, theſe Remarks and Senti- 
ments, which I have formed, with no ſmall Pains, by 
diligently canvaſling of Motives, Meaſures, and Inte- 
. reſts, both at Home and Abroad. — Therefore, lay ing 
aſide that Partiality, ſo natural for every one to bear 
toward their native Country, I ſhall begin my Obſer- 
vations with this juſt Remark; that ſince the Com- 
merſicement of the preſent War, Great · Britain has fhewn 
herſelf a faithſul Ally, a true Friend, and a generous 
Protector of Liberty, and the diſtreſs'd. —A Character 
ſo juſt as cannot be denied, even by her moſt inveterate 
Enemies, ſo famous as will be tranſmitted to future 
Ages, and fo illuſtrious, that even Lewis XV, in the 
midſt of all his late Conqueſts and Victories, would give 
above half his new Acquiſitions to obtain. 

Whatever Honour and Glory, this magnanimous Be- 
haviour may have added to our Country, yet, I fear, 
that it has not been altogether ſo conſiſtent with her 
Credit and Intereſt: The Wealth and Credit of Nations, 
as well as thoſe of private Perſons, have their Limits 
and Bottoms; and as any Individual may exhauſt his 
Wealth, or impair his Credit, by being too laviſhly ge- 
nerous to a Friend, or Acquaintance in Diſtreſs, even 
ſo may a Nation, by too great, untimely, or unneceſſary 
a Profuſion of its Wealth, on an Ally. That this has 
been the Caſe of our Country, will be too evident to 
any one who conſiders the Immenſity of her preſent 1 
Debt, the Largeneſs of its Intereſt, and the prodigious 
Sums that have been exhauſted from her by Jews, Mo- | 
ney-Scriveners, Stock- Jobbers, Uſurers, &c. &c. &c. 
for ſeveral Years paſt ; who conſtantly attend on her in 
a Time of Diſtreſs, as Vultures and Ravens on an Army, 

| againſt the Day of Battle; in hopes of ſatiating their 
greedy Maws with her Blood and Vitals. - However | 
obvious her Caſe may appear from theſe Conſiderations 
and RefleQions, yet, Sir, to me it is more evident, and 
makes the greater Impreſſion, as in this Place it is daily 
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the Object of my Senſes; where my Ears are continu- 


ally diſturbed with the rattling of the Coaches, and my 


Eyes unwillingly attracted with the glaring Equipages 
of thoſe Perſons, who have ſcarce any other Fortunes, 
than what ariſes from the Money they have in our 
Stocks, and the extravagant Intereſt we are obliged to 
pay for Sums borrow'd on Emergencies, of which the 
Cormorants of this Country never fail to make ſingular 
Advantage. — That ſome of our Natives ſhould grow 
opulent by the Neceſſities of the Public, is in a Manner 
— as their Country can have no Retaliation 
t 

— the Prey of mercenary Foreigners, and our Peo- 
ple labour for the Enrichment of the Inhabitants of a- 
nother Land, and ſuffer the Sweat of their Brows to be 
annually exported and amaſſed to their Diſadvantage, 
That we ſhould permit the Balance of our Trade to 
be continually kept up againſt us, by the Intereſt of our 
Foreign Debts, is ſurpriſing: and however glorious 
might be the Views that have brought theſe Calamities 
upon us, yet J fear, Sir, they are far from being juſti- 
fiable, either by Prudence, or Common - Senſe. 

That Notion of our borrowing Money amongſt our- 
ſelves, whilſt we enjoy a free Parliament, being like 
lending out of one Hand into another, is too puerile 
to be confuted by Argumentation; eſpecially as the Ex- 
perience of ſeveral Vears, and the Evidence of every 
one, that pays any Share of the public Taxes, muſt be 


entirely contradictory to it. And if ever it ſhould be 


the Misfortune of the Nation to become Bankrupt to 
particular Perſons, I fear, rich as we imagine ourſelves, 
it will afford the Creditors a very ſmall Dividend. But 
as the preſent national Debt does not amount to above 


ſeventy Millions, we need be under no Apprehenſion, 


thank Heaven! for the preſent Age; and it is the Buſi- 
neſz of Poſterity, to take Care for itſelf.— However, if 
I ſhould be miſtaken in my Opinion, and that the Mea- 
ſures we have undertaken, in what is called the Support 
of the common Cauſe, ſhould have rather advanced than 
weakened the Credit of the Nation, and that amidſt a 
decaying Trade, and increaſing Debts and Taxes, inge- 

| nuouſly 


eir Riches being ſpent therein: But that we ſhould 
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nuouſly confeſs the Caſe to be ſo ſtrangely paradoxical, 
as to exceed the narrow Bounds of my Comprehenſion, 
even as far as that' would of a-private Trader, who, for 
Want of Cuſtom, is obliged to live upon the Borrow 
and Spend, and yet maintains his Credit, gains Strength, 
when he muſt be ſenſible, that tho? it encreaſes in Large- 
neſs, according to the Number of his Creditors, yet, 
like all ill Tumours, the more it enlarges, the more the 
Patient is weaken'd, and if ſuffered to encreaſe, may 
become quite emaciated, | 
Having thus obſerved what Relation our heroic and 
praiſe worthy Behaviour ſtands in, with regard to our 
Credit, I ſhall proceed to remark, the Adequateneſs of 
the faithful Ally, the true Friend, and the generous Pro- 
tector of Liberty and the Diſtreſſid, with our real Inte- 
reſts, —It is an old Say ing, that Ti Pity fine Weather 
ſhould ever do harm : and I aver, it is Pity that ſo glo- 
rious a Behaviour as Great- Britain has. diſplayed, on 
the preſent Occaſion, in Support of her undoubted Cha- 
racer, ſhould ever have the Misfortune to claſh with 
her Credit and Intereſt. That the latter has very little 
Concern in the preſent War, farther than with regard 
LEE. to our Quarrel with Spain, is to me very obvious: Could 
3 we oblige Spain to ſettle all Diſputes relating to our 
| Trade and Navigation in the H- Indies, what elſe 
| has our Intereſt to do with other Powers on the Conti- 
nent, unleſs it be the bringing of France into a Com- 
pliance of yielding up to us Cape Breton, and ſuch others, 
Conqueſts in America as we do, or ſhall think worth the 
keeping ?---But are either of theſe to be accompliſhed 
by any Acquiſitions the Auffrians or .Sardinians ſhall 
make, at our Expence, in /2/y ; or any that may accrue 
to our Arms in the Netherlands *—If we conſider our- 
ſelves as a trading People, it is certain that the extend- 
ing of our Commerce is the great Intereſt and Concern 
of the Nation; the Improvement of the leaſt Branch 
thereof, is of more Adyantage to Great Britain than the 
Conqueſt of the largeſt City, or Town in the Nether- 
lands; as our Acquiſitions there, were they even tena- 
ble, muſt be exceeding burdenſome. | 
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It is very poſſible, Sir, that on this Head, you may 

differ with me in two Points. — Firſt, in imagining, that 
we were obliged to aſſiſt the Queen of Hungary (as we 
have already done) to the utmoſt of our Force, becauſe 
the Balance of Power was in Danger,— And, ſecondly, 
that we are abſolutely, by all the Ties of Intereſt, 
_ Friendſhip, and Safety, obliged to ſuccour the Dutch in 
the preſent Invaſion of their Dominions. In canvaſling 
of theſe Points, Sir, I would have it obſerved, that our 
aſliſting the Houſe of Auſtria in the Manner we have 
done, by tranſporting our Forces into the Netherlands, 
without the Junction, or even Approbation of the Datch, 
has, in a great meaſure, been the Occaſion of plunging 
our High and Mighty Allies into thoſe Difficulties that 
they are at preſent involved in. —— This, I fay, 


Sir, together with their inert Supineneſs, even in per- 


forming what they were bound to by Treaty, on the 
Part of the Houſe of Auſtria, has been the real Cauſe 
of their preſent Diſtreſs. - For had we been ſo happy as 
to be leſs ſtrict in the Performance of our Engagements, 
or the States-Gcneral more tenacious of theirs, Affairs 
would perhaps have been in a much pleaſanter Situation 
than at preſent: and it is probable, that ſo far from ſee- 
ing the Dutch Territories invaded, we might have be- 
held, even their Barrier, in their own Poſſeſſion. And 
here, Sir, I muſt beg leave to remark to you, that this 
. Obſervation greatly corroborates the Sentiments that I 
advanced at my firſt ſetting out, concerning the Diffi- 
culty of judging on political Matters, from the Light 
they appear in at any particular Court. For it is very 
reaſonable to think, that had the Dutch. who are ſome- 
what nearer the Beam than Great- Britain, really ima- 
gined the Political Ballance to be in the ſame Degree 


of Danger as was apprehended on your Side of the 


Water, their High Mightines would certainly have 
exerted themſelves, in endeavouring to prevent thoſe 
deſtructive Conſequences wherewith, in the Opinion of 
your Court, all Europe ſeem'd to be threatened. 

On the contrary, neither the Dutch, nor any other of 
the European Powers, ſeem'd under the leaſt Concern 
for that remote Danger; which we had made the = 
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_ Eipal ObjeQ of our Care, which, had it been real, muſt 
certainly have made ſome of them to tremble, But we, 
Qui æote like, immediately arm'd, Cap-a-pe, and bravely 
| engaged the Phantom of our Imaginations, at the Ex- 
pence of ſome Millions, both of Men and Money, and 
at the riſk of our Liberties, Conſtitution, and all that 
was dear to us; till that at length, by handling the 
Weights and Scales with too much Roughneſs, and too 
little Judgment, we have nearly brought the Ba/lance 
to that Over-poize, which we affected ſo much to dread, 
— Having thus examined the Neceſſity of our entering 
into the War in the Manner we did, under Apprehen- 
ſions, that the Ballance of Power was in imminent Dan» 
ger, and-ſhewn the Abſurdity thereof, I ſhall now pro- 
ceed to the ſecond Point, which was almoſt entirely 
| occaſioned by the former; and enquire whether we are 
ſo abſolutely obliged to ſuccour our Neighbours, at this 
critical Conjuncture, as ſome People may be apt to ima- 
gine.—It is certain, as I before obſerved, that our tranſ- 
porting . to the Continent occaſion'd the Quar- 
rel between Us and France; and the Duteb, bound by 
their Engagements, both to us and the Queen of Hun- 
gary, were by Degrees brought into the Scrape, tho 
much againſt their Inclinations; had they joined us with 
that Reſolution and Vigour as becomes a good Ally, 
Things had not been at the paſs they are in at preſent, 
ö but their Complaiſance to the French Court, their Ti- 
| morouſneſs and Avarice, occaſioned them, far from aſ- 
ſifting their Allies, to negleR even their own Barrier, — 
So that our Money and Forces, their Barrier Towns, and 
nov, even their Territories, are fallen a Sacrifice to that 
Power they had ſo much courted ; whoſe ſpecious Shew 
| of Friendſhip they had ſo long ſet in Competition with 
the true, and often experienced Amity of Great-Britain. 
Therefore, altho' our Raſhneſs in entering upon a War 
with France, without their Concurrence, may juſtly be 
deemed the primary Cauſe of their Misfortunes, yet, Sir, 
their own voluntary Lukewarmneſs, and their Conduct, 
may with the ſame Equity, be aſcertained as the con- 
tingent, or eventual Cauſe of their preſent Miſeries and 
„ + A 4 ” Diſtreſs. 
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Diſtreſs. In the ſame Manner as tho' a Perſon de- 

nding upon the Obligations, Veracity and Friend» 
ſhip of his Neighbour, (whoſe Intereſts are nearly the 
ſame) ſhould engage in a Law-ſuit, without aſking his 
Advice or Concurrence z and this Neighbour, by ne- 
lecting to aſſiſt him with a few kind Offices, altho* 
ound by former Obligations, ſhould ſuffer him to 
be caſt, and thus, by his Inertneſs, give Encouragement 
to the other's Antagoniſt, till he brings him on his own 


Back,---In this Caſe, who were moſt to blame, the 


Perſon that entered upon the Law-ſuit, or his ſupine 
Neighbour ? whoſe Indolence in aſſiſting his Friend 
brings the Cauſe to his own Door. 
otwithſtanding this, Sir, we have here, at the 
Hague, ſome Dutch Partizans of ſo ſanguine :Conſti- 
tutions, as to urge that we are indiſpenſably bound to 
aſſiſt them Yi et Armis, with our whole Force, on the 
teſent Occaſion.— It is true, that Grear- Britain and 
Helau ate bound by 'Treaties to affiſt each other to 
the utmoſt, upon any Attack on elither's Territories : 
hut the Tles of Alliances, and all other Engagements, 
are reciprocal, between the contratting Parties z and fo 
far as they are obſerved by the one Party, ſo far ought 
they to be kept by the other, and no farther, Tf then 


we come to examine how ſtrialy the Dutch have per- | 


formed the Engagements they were under to afliſt 


 Great-Britain on the like Occaſion, I fear we ſhall 


nearly find the Obligation void,---It is certain, they 
furniſh'd us both with Shipping and 'Troops,---to about 
half the Complement ſtipulated by Treaties :---and. 
took ſuch Caution about their entering into Action to 
defend us, that---the one was unproviſion'd, and half- 
mann'd, and the others tied down from Fighting. 
Such, Sir, 'tis well known, was their Behaviour, when 
not only a profeſs'd Enemy, but a bigotted and arbi- 


trary Pretender to the Crown of Great-Britain, was in 


the Heart of the Kingdom. Happy for us, at that 
Juncture, to have other Dependancies beſides thoſe on 
our High and Mighty Faithful Allies !---and whether,. 


upon this Occaſion they were not guilty of an entire 


In- 


3 ere 


„% erte 


* & 


* 
4 


2 


198 SY ens 


Lo 


(9) 
Infringement of all Treaties of Alliance, Sanction and 
Guarantee between them and us, 1 muſt leave to be 
diſcuſſed by the long-headed Politicians of Europe. 
As it is the Nature of theſe People to proceed with 
the utmoſt Deliberation and Warineſs, even on the 
moſt emergent Occaſions, ſo-it is their conſtant Maxim 
to adjuſt every Step with their Intereſt and Safety. 
And as the States have all along made uſe of this cau- 
tious Behaviour towards us, at the moſt preſſing and 
critical Conjunctures, I do not ſee any Reaſon why 
the ſame Deportment ſhould not alſo be practiſed on 
our Side : Or wherefore it is not as neceſlary for us, 
as for our Neighbours, to make our We/{fare and Safe- 
ty the Guide of our Conduct. If this be the Caſe, Bir, 
and that, notwithſtanding their 'Tardineſs in perform- 
ing their Engagements towards us, we are ſtill bound 
by mutual ztere/fs, reiterated Treaties, or common 
onge, to the Aſſiſtance of the Dutch, with out 
Whole Force z yet, Sir, it is to be hoped, that it will 
be performed with that Prudence and OKeonemy as: 
always to leave us Wherewithal to help ourſplves on 
any Exigeney, either for the Preſervation of our 
Trade, for the Support of the Crown, or Liberties of 
the People of Great- Britain, 
From what I have already obſerved, Sir, it is evi» 
dent that our magnanimous Conduct has not, been alta» 
gether ſo conſiſtent with our Credit and Iutereſt, 36 
myſelf, and all other true Britons, could have ms 
ly wiſhed it to have been,---And if thoſe two prevail» 


ing Motives of Credit and Intereſi are deficient, in ac- 
counting for our arduous Behaviour at this JunRure, 


much more ſo muſt be that of our Safety, which I 
cannot imagine to be in the leaſt concerned; unleſs it 
could be prov'd, as ſome timorous People are too rea- 
dy to apprehend, that the Peace and Security of Great - 
Britain 1s entirely involved: with that of the United 
Provinces, © 

That ſuch a Maxim may be adopted by ſome of our 
reſent Republican Anglo-Patriots, is too apparent to 
e denied ; But the Abſurdity thereof cannot fail 'of 
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being conſpicuous, even to the moſt zealous Partizar 


amongſt the Hollanders themſelves :!— Who is it the 
Jeaſt read in Hiſtory but muſt know, that the Conſti- 
tution and Liberties of both England and Scotland, ex- 
iſted independant of any other Power, or State, Cen- 
turies before the preſent illuſtrious Republick of the 
Seven UnitedProvinces had Being as a Commonwealth ? 
and even when the Dominion and Arms of France 
was not leſs extenſive or powerful, than we have the 
Misfortune to find them at preſent.——- Was it not 


under the auſpicious Influence and Protection of Queen 


Elixabtih, (of happy Memory) that the Seven Pro- 
winces flung off the Spani/ Yoke? And was not Great 
Britain that kind Nurſe, or rather Foſter-Mother, as 
to rear the young Barntling, till it began to pick at 
the Eyes of its indulgent Parent, and aim at the Lives 
of her natural born Children, -— Surely Amboyna, 
tho' not recent in Memory, is not ſo entirely buried 
in Oblivion as to be obliterated in the Memoirs of 
theſe Times — But not to repeat Grievances, let me 


aſk the moſt ſanguine Republicun, whether Great- Bri- 


Fain, the Guardian and Protecireſs of the Durch State 
in its Infancy, had not a natural Right to its kind 
Offices and Friendſhip in its Maturity, as far above 
the Ties and Bands of formal Alliances and Engage- 
ments, as paternal Duties are above thoſe of common 
Amity ? 

Again, let me demand what Streſs Oliver Cromavell 
laid on Great Britain's Safety being ſo thoroughly en- 
gaged with that of the United Provinces as to be de- 
pendent thereon ? Or on the contrary, was it not, in 
his time, rather thought, that the States depended, 
for their Safety, on the Proſperity and Well-being of 
Great- Britain ; — And does not even the preſent Inva- 
fion, made by France upon the Territories of the 
States General of the United Provinces, evidently ma- 
nifeſt the Neceſſity they are under of maintaining a 
good Correſpondence with Great- Britain? on whole 
Friendſhip they muſt rely for the Support of their own 
Independancy : — The great Uſe that our 1 
: | ot 
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both by Sea and Land, have been to them on this 
Occaſion; and the univerſal Joy with which they were 
received, by the Intiabitants of theſe Provinces, of 
which I was an Eye-Witneſs, render this Truth ſo 


indiſputable, that to me, who am, as I may ſay, up- 


on the Spot of Action, it appears very probable that 


had it not been for the laudable and timely Aſſiſtance 
of Great-Britain, the Arms of France, would long 
before this, have penetrated into the very Heart of the 
Dutch Territories. | 


As the Evidence of Facts always exceed the Force 
of the ſtrongeſt Arguments, the Conſideration, Sir, 
and Compariſon of the late recent Invaſion of the Bri- 
e;/4 Dominions, and preſent Invaſion of thoſe of the 
States General, by the French, will ſet the Point of 
their Dependancy on each other in a true Light — 
Britain labouring, not only under a foreign Invaſion, 
but alſo under an unnatural and expenſive Rebellion, 
excited and ſupported by the united Powers of France 
and Spain, and the Forces of the former joined to thoſe 


of her rebellious Subjects, under the Command of the 


Son of a Pretender to her Crown and Dominiong, 
and penetrating to her _ Center, —nay even ap- 
proaching her Capitol. Under theſe deplorable Cir- 


cumſtances, and unaſſiſted, or rather t—-ch-—ly aſ- 


fiſted by her Allies, by Shipping, without Men or Pro- 
viſtons, and Forces diſabled from fighting, by Articles 
of Capitulation; who, had they been brought into 
the Field might (by giving the Enemy ſuch unexpect- 
ed Advantage as the peaceable Behaviour they were 
tied down to afforded) have proved our Ruin ;—Yet, 
even in the midſt of theſe Troubles, Vexations and 


3 Diſappointments, Great-Britain found herſelf able, 


by her own Strength, to overcome ſuch of her Ene- 
mies Forces as had invaded her at that time, to deter 
them from attempting another, with which ſhe was 
daily threatened : To ſuppreſs and extinguiſh entire- 
ly the Rebellion, —and to effectuate all this under the 
lamentable and grievous Burden of a Foreign War, in- 
to which ſhe had too raſhly plunged herſelf, for the 

_ | | Security 


(12) 
Security of her indolent and ungrateful Allies and: 
Neighbours ? by whoſe fraudulent Manner of Aſſiſt- 
ance, ſhe might have been ruined, and who were ſo 
far from arming, either to defend themſelves or their 
Ally, at this preſſing JunQure, that they had even the 
 Indolence—the Arrogance—or the Avaritiouſneſs, to 


demand Aſſiſtance of her, whoſe Entrails were bleed- 


Ing by their Supineneſs :—And ſhe had that extreme 
Good-nature as to aſſiſt them with what little Strength 
The had left : —thereby poſtponing, for a whole 'Twelve 
Months, thoſe Evils, with which their timorous Con- 
duct daily threatened them. | | 
Thus far have I laid down the Situation and Con- 
duct of Great- Britain on her Invaſion 3. now for that 
of the United Prowinces t---France has lately entered 
their Territories with Fire and Sword, and it is cer- 
tain, that they feel and lament, at preſent, thoſe Mi- 


ſeries in themſelves, which formerly they neglected to 


pity or redreſs In their Neighbours. — But how do they 
ehave in their Misfortunes ? Why, truly with their 


uſual Indolence Their own dearly beloved Secnr/ry, 
their own greedy Auarice, thelr awn native Sau 


ſunk them into the Abyſs ; and now they rely on the 
Good-nature of their Neighbours, bound by an ima» 


that her Enemies were at this preſent Juncture (which 
God forbid) able again to. invade Great- Britain, could 


their High-Mightineſſes return her the, good Offices 


obſerved to them when ſhe was in much greater Di- 
ſtreſs than they are at preſent ? ·ͥB Could they furniſh, 
her with a Veſſel, or a Man ?---Can they even defend. 
themſelves, without her. Aſſiſtance ? And. ſhould the 
French Arms prevail farther in their Dominions, . muſt 
not even — Forces with which they have furniſhed 
the Allied Army, be obliged ſoon to return to the De- 


fence of their own Country ?---Wherein then does, 


their boaſted Power conſiſt, or that Miſerable Depen- 
dance, which ſome of our Republican Stateſmen would. 
have Great-Britain to be under, on an Ally, without 


the leaſt of whoſe Aſſiſtance, the has often manifelted. 


her 


inary Dependaney to help them out, Set the Caſe 
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as an open Enemy. * to me, it is ſo very manifeſt, 
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her Ability to extricate herſelf. out of the greateſt Dif- 
ficulties and Dangers ? 

I fear, Sir, that upon this Topic,. my Zeal for the 
Independancy of my native Country, may have led. 
me into ſome exaggerating Expreſſions that I ſhould. 
have choſen to avoid, could I have poſſibly uſed more 
Force and leſs Warmth on the Subject; as you might, 

erhaps, think the laſt more ſuitable for the preſent. 

unQure :---But you are ſenſible, Sir, that I never was 
addicted to Time-Serving,---and,. as a true Briton, was 
always zealous for the Rights, Liberties, and Inde- 
pendancy of my Country; for the latter of which, 
there was never more Occaſion to be arduous than at 
preſent, when ſome of our Leaders are apt to imagine 
the Intereſts of Great. Britain ſo united with thoſe of. 


the Continent, as to bring us into a Sort of Depen« 
daney upon every little Potentate in Europe 3 who muſt. 


be humoured with Sub/idtes, affilted with Forees, or 
erhaps ſupplied with both, at our Expenee, on the 
eaſt 1 — 2 that may happen between them 
and thelr Nelghbeurs, -- Hewever this mean Spirit of 
Dependaney may actuate upon our Qyondam: Patriots, 
weak State/men, and imbeeile M. 7j or however it 
may operate on the Cou---ls of the Nat n 
let the crafty Politician employ it to cover his ambi- 
tious, corrupt and deſtruftive Deſigns-+-let it be uſed 
in every monſtrous Impoſition upon a credulous Public? 
yet I ſhall ever boldly aſſert, that Great - Britain is, and 
I hope will long continue, the moſt Free and Inde- 
pendant Power in'Europe.---An Iudependancy, Sir, that 
even Nature points out to us, by the Advantageous Si- 
tuation in which we are placed; which the Expe- 


* 


rience of many Centuries evinces our Ability to main- 


tain; and will not ſuffer us to be ignorant, that our 
native Strength and Valour, joined to our Wooden 
Walls, is the ſole Dependance, that ſhe ought to 
truſt to, even in the greateſt Dangers.---This Truth, 
Sir, is ſo natural and indiſputable, ſo conſiſtent with 


the very Being of our Conſtitution and Liberties, that 


whoever calls it in Queſtion ought to be look'd upon 


that 


— — —— — 
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that I dare venture to declare, was the Grand Signiar 
Maſter of the whole Continent, I ſhould not be; even 
then, in more Dread for our Conſtitution and Liber- 
ties, ſo long as we had any Strength left, as what ma- | 
ny of our Countrymen affect, on the leaſt diſtant Di- 
ſturbance in Europe: — Surely, even then, we might be | 
able to withſtand Tyranny as bravely as the Rhodians ! | 
and, like them, find ſome comfortable Malta, ſome 
Aſylum in our American Territories, capable of main. | 
taining and ſupporting the Remains of brave and true | 
Britons! | | N 
It is true, that as we are a free, independant, pro- | 
teſtant People, the Love and Eſtimation that we to 
for all, or any of theſe Bleſſings, muſt cauſe us, eſpeci- 
ally as Chri/tians, to wiſh a univerſal Participation | 
thereof to others, — Hence it is, and hence only, that we ' 
are under any Motive, or Obligation to concern our- | 
ſelves about any Thing that may happen on the Conti- 
nent of Europe — Not from any imaginary Security, 
from a diſtant viſionary Danger Not from our Ap- 
prehenſions of the Balance of Power nor from any 
unknown, inexplicable Notion of our Dependency on 
any State, or Potentate in the Warld,--And even then, 
When we become concerned for any State from the 
Conformity that may exiſt between their religious or 
Civil Liberties and ours, we ought to uſe the Caution of 
not becoming either the firſt, or chief Perſon, concern. 
ed. Nor indeed, can J imagine any Affair that ought | 
to induce us, on any Occaſion, to enter as Principals |] 
into a War on the Continent, —If the Party for whom | 
we intereſt ourſelves be a Proteſtant, we ought to af- 
ford him our Aſſiſtance, provided we find that he was 
not the firſt Aggreſſor, but if he was, then we ſhould: 
| employ our Mediation to the utmoſt, to compromiſe | 
the Diſpute : —And however it be, our Religion ſhould. 
| oblige us not to ſuffer any Proteſtant. Power to be over- 
| 
| 
| 


run by a Popiſh one; on this Condition, that they are | 
as willing to exert and defend themſelves as their A-= | _ 
bilities will permit, and that they do not, through In- 
dolence, Avarice, Self- Intereſt, or any other View, neg- } 

| lect their own Defence, ſo much as to fling themſelves: 
| 3 | entirely: 


(15 ) | 
entirely on our Hands, by relying on the Obligations 
we are under from our Religion, or Good-nature, to 
protect them. 
As for the Romiſh Powers, we ſhould not in the 
leaſt enter upon their Quarrels, but leave them to fi- 


'niſh their Affairs as ſoon, or as late, or even jult as 


they pleaſe ; excepting when (which is very rare) that 
they | vn to be a free People, and are ſtruggling for 
the natural Rights and Liberties of Mankind, againſt 
ſome over- grown 'Tyrant -—'Then our Love for Li- 
berty will induce us, as a free People, 10 give them 
ſome Aſſiſtance, but always with this Caution, that it 
can be done without being detrimental to ourſelves : 
In both theſe Cafes, we ſhould ever have that Regard, 
that we foment not Inſurrections, nor endeavour at the 
bringing about Revolutions, for no other End but to 
make an unhappy People change one 'T'yrant for ano- 
ther, and plunge ourſelves into immenſe Expences, 
Dangers and Inconveniencies, 

And here, Sir, I will pay that Reſpect to our good 
Allies, the State, Gencral, as to acknowledge, that 


Great Britain ought to aſſiſt them as far as both their 


Intereſts are mutual their 'Treaties between them ſo» 
lemnly obſerved—or the Wrongs that are done to 
either Party prove common to both, And every one 
of theſe Points may render a ſtrict Union of Aﬀections 
and Forces between them, which may be ſtronger and 
more natural, than that of an implicit Dependancy,— 
But ſuppoſing that the Ties of Intereſts, Treaties, 
and common Injuries are all prevalent at preſent, to 
excite our ſuccouring them; I ſay, imagining all this, 


ſtill there is an apparent Neceſſity for that Concert of 


Councils and Efforts, adequate to the preſent Exigen- 
cy, as may render ſuch an Union of the two Powers 
falutary to themſelves, effectually detrimental to their 
Enemies, and awful in the Eyes of all the reſt of Eu- 
rope. But whether the preſent Intereſts of Great Bri- 
tain and the United Provinces are ſo reciprocal as could 
be wiſhed, —the Treaties between them ſo punctually 
obſerved as ſhould be expected, the Wrongs done to 
either Side ſo injurious to both as is imagined, — Or, 
8 whether 
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whether there has been that Co-operation of Councils 


and Efforts between each other, as the Neceſlity of the 
preſent JunRure ſtrictly requires? I ſhall leave to your 
Examination, - Conſideration and Judgment to deter- 
mine; heartily wiſhing that yu may find ſufficient 
rmitive of the Queſtion.. 
— But if the contrary ſhould appear to you more evi- 
dent, as I am much afraid it will, and that you are 
obliged to give a Negation to the Points in Diſpute, I 
then, Sir, would have you beſtow a few Moments to 
enquire which Party has been the Cauſe of that Diſ- 
union of Affections and Forces, and Diſconcert of 
Councils and Meaſures, as will on ſuch a Reſult, evi- 
dently appear to you. And from what is before ob- 
ſerved,. I ſhall venture to pronounce, that you will 
find it not owing to the Brit Zeal and Fortitude, 
which has been ſo conſtantly exhibited throughout the 
War, but that, on the contrary, the imperfect Union. 
that exiſts between Us and our antient Allies, is entire- 
ly the Effect of their irreſolute, dilatory and timorous 
Conduct. e | : | 
Thus, Sir, having as I hope, evinced to you the 
juſt and good-natured Part that Great-Britain has taken 
on the preſent Occaſion, by which ſhe has expoſed: 
herſelf to the 3 Uſage of her faithleſs Friends,. 


and _— Inſults of her inveterate Enemies ; having 


examined into the Meaſures that have been purſued by 
our good Friends and Allies, the States-General, at this. 
important JunQure, and plainly repreſented the O&/;. 
gations that we lie under to aſſiſt them, as far as we 
can do it, without hurting ourſelves, or may be con- 
ſiſtent with our Intereſt and Safety z—having alſo en- 
quired into, and I hope exploded, that unjuſt Notion, 
of our Liberties and Safety being dependant on the 
Being or Welfare of any State in Europe ;—I ſhould 
here have taken my Leave for the preſent, did not 
ſome late Meaſures, entered into by the Dutch, the 
vigorous Defence of their Territories, and the ſtron 

Miniſterial Aſſurances (which have lately been — 
on your Side of the Water,) that the Union between 


Great-Britain and Holland, was never more perfect 


than 
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than at preſent.— Theſe Topics, Sir, oblige me to re- 
tard my Concluſion, hoping that you will indulge me 
with your Patience and Attention a little longer, leſt 
theſe intereſting Points ſhould ſeem to contradi& thoſe 
Obſervations that I have already offered. | 

It is certain, Sir, that the French Invaſion of the 
Territories of the States-General of the United Pro- 
vinces, Was a Thunder-ſtroke to the Republic; it was 
unexpected and unprovided againſt, being the Reſult 
of a ſingle Council held at Verſailles, and executed on 
the very Day that the French King's Declaration was 
communicated to the States. — Their High Mightineſ- 
fes had too long relied on the fine Proteſtations of the 
French Court, and the ſpecious Sincerity of their Am- 
baſſador reſiding there; and were ſo far from any 
1 rom that Quarter, that they neglected 
to ſupply thoſe Towns with ſufficient Garriſons, that 
were capable of Defence; or to repair the Fortifica- 
ons of others, leſt it ſnould give Umbrage to their 
complaiſant and polite Neighbours; even altho' the 
Armies of France were continually approaching their 
Confines, the very Sound of their Cannon roaring in 
their Ears, and the Troops of the French King only 


waiting the Signal to invade them; whilſt by tHeir 


amazing Stupor, Inſenſibility and Supineneſs, they 
negleted the Army of the Allies, whereby it was 
rendered incapable to defend them; being weak in 
Number, but made much weaker by the Diſ-encou- 


ragement from the Failure of the Succours promiſed to 


them by their High Mightineſles.. | 
What the Conſequence of this Conduct was, is 
eaſier, Sir, for you to imagine than for me to ex- 


plain to you tho? reſiding on the Spot.— Fears, Jea- 


ouſies, Alarms, a; Tumults and Outrages im- 
mediately ſpread like a Deluge throughout. the Seven, 
Provinces, I think, Sir, that I have heard you re- 


| late your being once in this Country, at the Time of. 


a large Inundation; and that you expreſs'd great 
Anxiety at the Tumults and Uneaſineſs of the People. 
on that Occaſion, But I aſſure you, Sir, that had 


the Ocean made its Way thro! every Bank that ſur- 


rounds 


dlately to enter into a Treaty of Neutra 


CF 
rounds the Dutch Dominions, it could not have given 
— Alarm to the Inhabitants than did this ſudden 
Invaſion. And ſuch was the Fury of the Populace, 
on this Event, that I am thoroughly perſuaded, had 
the French been able, or dextrous enough at that 
'Time, to have attacked the United Provinces in two 


Places at once, it would nearly have cauſed the Ruin 
of this Republic, 


| It was now that the French Flint and Steel cauſed 
the Dutch Tinder to take fire ; but ſuch was its natu- 


ral Dampneſs, that all the Art of Britain could ſcarce 
light a Match by it.—It is true, that this Event 
cauſed the Ho/landers to change their Poſition, and 
they who had ſo long kept their Faces to Paris, and 
their Backſides — towards London, now, on the 
ſudden facing about, turned their Breeches to the 
French, and with Tears in their Eyes, humbly im- 
plored the Succour from Great- Britain which ſhe, 
according to her uſual Good-nature, immediately 

ranted, Without the leaſt Heſitation or Delay, Al- 
tho the Meaſures of the French ſeemed teeming with 
Deſtruction, yet this ſudden Stroke really brought a- 
bout a very unexpected Event, directly contrary to 
what the French ſeemed to deſign ſhould reſult from 


their Operations, — They flattered themſelves that this | 
vigorous Puſh would oblige the States-General to with- 


draw their Forces from the Allied — * and imme- 

ity : But on 
the contrary, the extraordinary Commotions of the 
People at this Juncture, and the vigorous Exertion 
and preſſing Inſtances of the Friends of the Houſe of 
Naſſau, obliged the States to elect a Stadthbolder 3 
which high Dignity they could not confer on any o- 
ther than the Prince of Orange, whom they happily 


- appointed z and came the readier into this Meaſure, us | 


they knew it would be highly agreeable to the Court 
of London. — Thus, the French ; mp joined with their 
inward Commotions, rous'd the Hollanders out of that 
Lethargy in which they had ſo long ſlept ; and the 
Dutch Power, that had been for many Years declining, 


holder 


ſeemed again reſtored by this judicious electing a Stadt- 
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ore, that it were better for the States to defer entring 
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holder of the glorious Houſe of Naſſau, ſo nearly re- 


lated by ſeveral Ties of Blood to the Royal Family on 


the Throne of Great-Britain, as could not fail of giv- 
ing her great Pleaſure, and affording ſome Satisfac- 
tion for thoſe immenſe Expences that ſne had been at, 
for the Security of the United Provinces 

As this ſudden Event fixed the Eyes and Attention of 
all Furope upon the Hollanders, it was univerſally ex- 
pected, that they would not heſitate a Moment upon 
declaring War againſt France, and vigorouſly joining 


the Allies, zoris wiribus : But here again their High 


Mightineſſes dropt ſhort, neither did their new elected 
Stadtholder, notwithſtanding the many Obligations he 


lay under to the Byiz/4 Court, that had conſtant! 


eſpouſed his Intereſt, on all Occaſions, avail himſelf 
of this preſſing Emergency, by puſhing ſo deſirable a 


Reſolution with that Vigour as was expected: 80 


that, on this Occaſion, our Hopes were again blaſted, 
and our ExpeQations deceived, notwithſtanding that 
we had ſo long and fo cruelly ſuffered for the Security 
of the United Provinces, and for want of the States co- 
que with us, had hitherto borne all the Burden 
of a dilatory, expenſive and ineffetual War z and had 


loaded ourſelves with thoſe Debts and Difficulties, for 


the _ and Regard of our indolent Neighbours, 
from which, neither ourſelves, nor our Poſterlty, will 
hardly ever be able to get free, | 
The Dutch, Sir, are too cunning and politic a People 
ever to be at a Loſs for a ſpeelous Fxcuſe for their di- 
latory Proceedings: And as they did not ſeem inclined, 
even as yet, to embark heartily with the Allies, by pub- 
lickly declaring War againſt France, fo they did not 
want for a plauſible Pretext on this Occaſion z which 


many Politicians here, that know ſomewhat of the Secret 


of Affairs, do not fail aflerting to be a remarkable Fe 
of the Sradtholder's, — who obſerved, that as the Parlia + 
ment of Great- Britain muſt determine at the End of 


another Seflion it was uncertain, whether the new 


Partiament, then to be choſen, would approve of the 
reſent War, or the Manner of carrying it on: there- 


into 
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into the War as Prinelpals, till they had the Con 
eurrence of a new Parliament that would have ſeven 
Years Duration. — I confeſs, Sir, that when this was 
firſt broached at the Hague, I was amazed at the Con- 
fidence, or rather Aſſuranee of the Dutch, who tho! 
imploring our Afliſtance to defend their Territories, 

et delayed the declaring War againſt the Common 

nemy for no other Reaſon than this I have given 
you. But how much the greater, Sir, mult you ima- 
gine — to be, when 1 heard that the 

= Miniſtry were ſo very obliging to the States, 
upon this Head, as even to adviſe the K—g to an im- 
mediate Diſſolution of the Parliament — The firſt, I 


believe, that ever you will find recorded in Hiſtory, 


to be diſfolved for the Pleaſure of Gratification of an 
Ally. I ſhall not here enter upon the great Inconve- 
nlenee Which this Meaſure mult oeeaſion to m_ wor⸗ 
thy and heneſt Country-Gentlemen, as being fereign 
to my Purpoſe i- but only obſerve, that if the Reſo- 


lations of the S/ater-General have ſuch an extracrdl- N 


nary Effect upon the Councils of G -, it is higk 
Time to found the Trumpet of Alarm; Teſt we ſhould 
really become as dependant upon the Ho/langers, an 
we at preſent are imagined to be; and that B ——», 
tho' ſtill bearing the Name of a Kingdom, ſhould in 


Effect be no more than an eighth Province, under the 


Superintendancy of the ſeven former United ones, 
O my Country ! my Country ! how art thou fallen t 


Thus much for the late extraordinary Meaſures of 
the Dutch: Now, Sir, as to the vigorous Defence of 
their own Territories: — It is well known, notwith- 
ſtanding the Care of their High Mightineſſes to con- 


ceal it, that the States have not lately wanted for Men, 
or Money; and that the Hollanders, when they have 


found their Country and their Liberties to be really 
attacked, have never failed making a gallant Defence. 
The Spirit of Liberty, Sir, breathes ſtrong in the Ge- 
nerality of the People,. however it may be degenerated. 
amongſt the Deputies or Repreſentatives ; And . 
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by making ſo gallant a Defence as it did, _ 
| livened the Spirits of the drooping Republic. —It is 
deed, Sir, much more than What was expected here 


| ay, (fully as capable of Defence) been in as 


e 
little Maſter-piece of Cochorn, I mean, Ber ges- op- w 
en- 
in- 


at firſt moſt People at the Hague, for want of be- 
ing thoroughly acquainted with the Strength of the 
Worke and the Honour of the Governour, were un- 
der great Apprehenſions of its falling a Sacrifice to 
French Gold yz Whether it has or no, Time, the great 
Revealer of Truths, will diſcover, Here, Sir, I can» 
not help obſerving to you how many 'Thouſands of 
Lives and Millions of Money it would have ſaved 
Great Britain, had the States General of the United- 
Provinces been as wealous for the Defence of their 
Frontier, as they have been for their Hateh Terrlto- 
ries. Had the Fortifications of Menin, pres and —— 
od Re- 
air as theſe of Bergen ep- new, or had their Garriſons 
een as well ſupplied with Treeps, we then, perhaps 
had never known that dreadful Day of Slaughter an 
Havack, when {a many of our brave Countrymen fell 
a Sacrifice at Fontengy to the Indolence and Avarice of 
the H- Ul- nder, by their Indifference for the Defence 


of their Barrier Towns, 


Yet, Sir, from what I have before-obſerved, con- 
cerning their not taking the preſent Opportunity to de- 
clare War againſt France, when their Dominions are in- 
vaded with Fire and Sword, and the frivolous Excuſes 
made uſe of, to give colour to their Meaſures, makes 
me diſtruſt the States being (except for their own par- 
ticular Safety) ſo ſanguine in the common Cauſe as 
could be wiſhed, — And their Concurrence with the 


Meaſures that Great - Britain has all along purſued, eſ- 


pecially at this Juncture, leaves great room to doubt, 
whether that Union between her and the Republic, ſo 
* neceſſary for both, was never more cordial, or better 
£ eftabliſhed than at preſent: altho' this was authentically 
publiſhed, at the Cloſe of the laſt Parliament, in a 
Piece that is well known to be a miniſterial Compoſi- 
tion, which indeed cauſed every one here to imagine 
that the two Powers had lately entered into ſome En- 
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ſtronger than had been formerly, altho' not then made 
public :=But had there been any ſuch extraordinary 
Affairs concerted, Time would certainly have divulg- 
ed them long before this. 9 5 

Had the He//anders, Sir, been as true to their In- 
tereſt as Great-Britain has ſhewn herſelf, we might, 
long before this, have been in ſome Hopes of bring- 
ing France to juſt 'Terms, Had they ſeconded us, 
entring vigorouſly into the War, or had they, for Rea- 
ſons beſt known to themſelves, fairly accepted of the 


Neutrality offered them, we ſhould have better known 


what Meaſures were to be purſued : — But the Farus 
Face that they kept to both Courts drove us into im- 
menſe Difficulties and Expences, and has brought thoſe 


Evils upon them which they now lament.--In a Word, 


Sir, the Conduct of the Dutch, for ſome Years paſt, 
cannot be better diſplayed than in the Sareaſliea! An- 


{wer of the King of Praia, to their Miniſter demand- 


ing Succours of His Majeſty, I knew, ſaid that pe- 
* netrating Monarch, Things would come to this paſs, 
but am ſurprized that the States General have paſs» 
ed away Years in deliberating how to ſuffer their 


Country to be taken by Aſſault, and now on a ſud- 
den demand Succours from me,—I did not expect 


this. I am ſorry for their being put into ſo great a 


«. Fright, but it is by no means a proper Seaſon to de- 


© mand Succours from me] muſt now deliberate, in 


my turn, and muſt conſult My Friends and Allies, 


© before doing a Thing of ſuch Importance, which 
may poſlibly give ſome of them Offence.— What- 
ever Reaſons his Praſſian Majeſty may have for being 
ſo tart upon their High Mightineſſes at this Juncture, 
owing, as is ſuppoſed, to their refuſing him to guaran- 
tee Sileſia, in conjunction with Great Britain; yet 


that Monarch's Sentiments on this Occaſion, confirms 


the Remarks that preſent themſelves in this Epiſtle : 


In which, Sir, I have, to the utmoſt avoided all Par- 


tiality, by equally cenſuring the raſh, unaccountable 
Conduct of Great Britain, and the Dutch Stupor, Ti— 


midity and Double Dealing; neither do I imagine 


that 


gagements for their mutual Intereſts and Defence, 
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hat you can charge me with exa gerating any Point; 


for had I choſen to aggrandize Matters, I ſhould have 
taken notice of the Dutch inſiſting, during the whole 
Courſe of the War, to have their Ships exempted from 
Capture, tho“ carrying contraband Goods: — Their 
neglecting to fit out a Fleet, at this | vey which 
by attacking the naval Strength of France, and de- 


ringing her to Reaſon: — Their 2 
to be carried on with France, and not publiſhing an 


| 155 their Commerce, might afford the ſureſt Means 
0 


Order for the committing Hoſtilities againſt the Enemy 
by Sea, which only the States of the Province of Zea- 
land Hus done! as tho' the Declaration of War pub - 


liſhed by one Province, was giving us ſufficient Satis« 
faction for ſix others living in Peace, and — 
With the Enemy z nay, perhaps, ſupplying them wit 
warlike Stores, as they did during the laſt War, to our 
reat Detriment, = All theſe Things, Sir, you find I 
— carefully avoided touching on, and have only - 
remarked the Juitneſs of the Conduct of both Parties; 
wherein it appears, that Great Britain has ſacrificed 
her Credit and Intereſt, for the Humour, Indolence, 
Peace and Safety of the Hollauders.— That ſhe has all 


along ated the Part of the true Friend and good Al- 


ly to the States, whilſt they have been defective in 
both. — Tho' what I have before obſerved, in explo- 
ding the reigning Notion of the Times, concerning 
the Independancy of Great Britain on the Dutch, may 
not, perhaps be ſo well reliſh'd by ſome Gentlemen, 
at this Juncture, as I could wiſh; yet you are ſenſible, 
Sir, it is not the leſs evident for being unpleaſing, tho? 
Men may ſhut their Eyes againſt the Sun, to become 
inſenſible of the Light, yet nevertheleſs they cannot 
avoid feeling the Warmth of his Beams ;— So, tho' 
the Prejudices of the preſent Age may deny my 
Poſition, yet the Evidence of Crommwel!'s, and the pre- 
ceding Pimes, nay, even the Inſtances of the late Re- 
bellion, if duly and impartially attended to, fully juſti- 


fy my Aſſertion.— What I would chiefly have Great 


Britain to obſerve, at the preſent Conjuncture, is a 
WY | ſtrict 
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let Regard for her own Safety, Intereſt and Welfare, 
without making them dependant on thoſe of any other 
Nation ; —— And that at this Time, ſhe would adhere 
cloſely to that plain Precept of our Forefathers (much 
wiſer in their Generation, than ſeeming Stateſmen in 
ours) which is couched in this Adage, viz. When the 
aer, Houſe is on Fire, beſure you take care of your own. 
But ſhould the Intereſt of Great Britain, or that of 
her Neighbour and Ally A 7 on the preſent Occa- 
Non ; yet, Sir, be aſſured that x 


Hague September 20 , I am, always, 
| ; 9 1747+ 


rn ours, e. 
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